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GRreenLAND History. 
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ts 
Ix one of the large caves to which the families 
of Greenland retire together, to pafs the cold ' 
months, 22d which may be termed their villages Af 


or cities, a youth and maid, who came from 
different parts of the country, were fo much die 
ftinguifhed for their beauty, that they were cal- 

led by the reft of the inhabitants /nningait and 5 
Ajut, from a fuppofed refemblance to their an= 
ceftors of the fame names, who had been tranf- 
formed of old into the fun and mvon. 

Anningait far fome time heard the praifes of Ajut 
with little emotion, but at lait, by frequent in- 
terviews, became fenfible of her charms, and 1 
firit made a difcovery of his affection, by inviting 
her with her parents to a feait, where ke placed 
before Ajut the tailofa whale. jut feemed not 
much delighted by this gallantry; yet, however, 
from that time, was obferved rarely to appear, 
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4 ANWINGAIP 

but in a veft made of the fkin of a white deer: 
fhe ufed frequently to renew the black dye upon 
her hands and forehead, to adorn her fleeves with 
eoral and fhells, andto braid her hair with great 
e€xacineis. 

The elegance of her drefs, and the judicious 
difpofition of her ornaments, had fuch an effed 
upon dnningait, that he could no longer be re- 
firained from a declaration of his love. He 
therefore compofed a poem in her praife, which, 
among other heroic and teader fentiments, he 
protefted, that ** She was beautiful as the vernal 
** willow, and fragrant as thyme upon the moun- 
tains; that her fingers were white as the teeth 
‘* of the movfe, and ler fmile grateful as the dif- 
folution of the ice ; that he would purfue her, 
though fhe fhould pafs the fnows of the midiand 

cliils, or feek fhelter in the caves cf the eaftern 

cannibals; that he would tear her from the 
*¢ embraces of the genius of the rocks, fnatch 
“© her from the paws of Amaroc, and refcue her 
*¢ from the ravine of Hafgufa.” He concluded 
with a wifh, that “ whoever fhall attempt to 
*‘ hinder his union with jut, might be buried 
‘¢ without his bow, and that in the land of jouls 
*¢ his fkull might ferve for no other ufe than to 
“€ catch the droppings of the ftarry lamps.”’ 

This ode being univerfally applauded, it was 
expected that Ajut would foon yield to fuch fer- 
vour and accomplifhments; but jut, with the 
natural haughtinefs of beauty, expected al! ihe 
forms of courtfhip; and before fhe would con- 
fefs herfelf conquered, the fun returned, the ice 
broke, and the feafon of labcur called all to 
their employment. 

Anningait and Ajut for a time always went out 
inthe fame boat, and divided whatever was 
caught. Aaningait, in the fight of his miftrefs, 
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AND AJUT. 5 
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leer; j joft no opportunity of fignalizing his courage ; 


he attacked the fea-horfes on the ice 5 purfued 
the feals into the water 5 and leaped upon the 
back of the whale, while he was ” ftruggling 
with the remains of life. Nor was his diligenc 
lefs to accumulate all that could “ee neceflary to 
make winter comfortable ; he dried the roe of 
fiihes, and the flefh of feals ; he entrapped deer 
and foxes, and drefedt their fkins to adorn his 
bride ; he feafted her with eggs from the rocks, 
and itrewed her tent with flowers. 

[t happened that a tempeft drove the fifh toa 
diftant part of the coaft, before Axningait had 
completed his ftore 5 he the refore entreated Ayu, 
that fhe would at laft grant him her hand, ar ad 
accompany him to that part of the country whi- 
ther he was now fummoned by neceflity. jut 
thought him not yet entitled to fuch condefeen= 
fion, but propofe os as atrial of his conftaney, 
that he fhould ret en at the end of fummer to the 
cavern where heir acquaintance commenced, 
and there expect the reward or his afliduities. 
“ Ovirgin, beautifi v as the fun fhining on the 
ss the water, confider,” faid Anningait, what 
‘“ thou haft required. How ealily may my 


‘ return be precluded by a fndden froft, 


“ unexpected fogs ; then muft the night be paft 
¢¢ without my Ajvte We live not, my fair, i: 
«¢ thofe fabled countries, which lying ftrangers 
‘¢ fo wantonly defcribe; were the whole year 
jis divided into fhort days and nights 
‘© where the fame habitation ferves for fam- 


we 


‘¢ mer and winter; where they raife houfes in 
(“rows above the cround, dwell! together from 
“ year to year, with flocks of tame animals 
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ANNINGAIT 


ways inclofed with trees, or over walls raifed 

upon the inland waters; and direct their courfe 

through wide countries by the fight of green 
hills or fcattered buildings. Even in fummer, 

we have no means of croffing the mountains S, 

whofe fnows are nevet diffolved ; nor can re~ 

move toany diftant refidence, but in our boat 
coafting the bays. Confider, Ajut sa few Sama 

mer-days By and a few winter-nighis, and the 
life of man is atanend. Night is the time of 

eafe and feftivity, of revels and paiety; but 
what will be the flaming lamp, the delicious 

feal, or the foft oil, without the fmile of 

ut po? 

The eloquence of Anningait was vain; the 
maid continued inexorable, and they parted with 
ardent promifes to meet again before the night of 
winter. 

Anningait, however diicompofed by the dila- 
tory coynefs of Ajut, was yet refolved to omit 
no tokens of amorous refpect ; and therefore pre- 
fented her at his departure with the dkins of feven 
white fawns, of five fwans and eleven feals, with 
three marble lamps, ten veflels of feal oil, ‘and a 
large kettle of brafi, which he had purchafed 
from a fhip, at the price of half a whale, and two 
horns of fea unicorns. 

Jijut was fo much affected by the fondnefs of 
her lover, or fo much overpowered by his mag- 
nificence, that fhe follow ed him to the fea-fide ; : 
and, when the faw him enter the boat, withed 
aloud that he might return with pic enty of fkins 
and oil; that neither the mermaids might fnatch 
him into the deeps, nor the fpirits of ‘the rocks 
confine him in their caverns. 

She ftood a while to paze a “4 departing 
veflel, and then returning to her hut, filent and 
dejetied, laid afide rey that hour, ” her white 
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Hdeer fkin, fuffered her hair to fpread unbraided 


on her fhoulders, and forbore te mix in the 
dances of the maidens, She endeavoured to di- 
vert her thoughts by continual application to fe- 
minine employments, gathered mofs for the win- 
ter lamps, and dried grafs to line the boots of dz- 
singait, £ the fkins which he had beftowed up— 
on her, fhe made a fifhing-coat, a fmall boat, 
and tent ali of exquifite manufacture; and while 
fhe was thus bufied folaced her labours witha 
fong, in which fhe prayed, ‘+ that her lover might 
“ have hands ftronger than the paws of the bear, 
“ and teet fwifter than the feet of the rain-deer; 
“that his art might never err, and that his 
“ boat might mever leak ; that be might never 
“ ftumbie on the ice, nor faint tn the water ; 
“ that the feal might rufh on his harpoon, and 
“ the wounded whale might dafl 1 the waves in 
“ vain.’’ 

The Jarge beats in which the Green! anders tranf{- 
port their fam ilies, are always rowed by women ; 
fur aman will not debafe himfelfby work, w hich 
requires neither fkill nor courage. Anningait was 
therefore expofed by idlenefs to the avages of 
pailion. He went thrice to the ftern of the boat, 
with an intent to leap into the water, and fwim 
back to his miftrefs ; but recollecting the mifery 
which they muft endure in the winter, without 
oil for the lamp, or fkins for the bed, he re~ 
folved to employ the weeks of abfence in provi- 
fion for a night of plenty and felicity. He then 
compofed his emotions ashe could, and exprefled 
in wild numbers and uncouth images, his hopes, 
his forruws, and his fears. ‘* O life,’’ fays he, 
‘“¢ frail and uncertain! where fhall wretched man 
‘© find thy refemblance but in ice floating on the 
“ ocean ? It towers on high, it fparkles from 
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“ afar, while the ftorms drive and the waterg 
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*¢ beat it, the fan melts it above, and the rocks 
‘6 {hatter it below. What art thou, deceiful 
$6 pleafure ! but a fudcen biaze ftreaming from 
tne north, which pays a moment on the eye, 
ks the traveller with the hopes of light, 
hen vanithes far ever? What, love, art 
uta whirlpool, which we approach with 
inger, drawn on by 
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tue of a Greenlanders they forgot the merit and 
the prefents of </nningait, at nddecreed « Ajut to the 
embraces of Nerng/ut. ¢) e ¢) treated ; ‘ {neremon- 
ed , fhe wept, and —— but finding riches 
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as {lic could gather, 
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to feek her lover in the deferts of the fea. But 


that part of the land of fouls where the fun ne- 
ver fets, where oil is always frefh, and provifi~ 


the general perfuafion is, that they ere both in 


ns alwayswarm,. Jhevirginsfometimes throw 
athimble and a needle into the bay, from which 
the haplefs maid departed ; and when a Green 
lander would praife any couple for virtuous af- 


fection, he declares that they love like «inure 


gait and Ayjut, 
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Six BERTRAND. 


FRAGMENT. 


++ 


— Sir Bertrand turned his fteed towards the 
woods, hoping to crofs thefe dreary moors be- 
fore the curfew. But ere he had proceeded 
half his journey, he was bewildered by the dif- 
ferent tracts ; and not beingable, as far as the eye 

Id reach, to efpy any ebject but the brown 
Meath furrounding him, he was at length quite 
uncertain which way he fhould dire& his eourfe, 
Night overtook him in this fituation. It was one 
of thofe nights when the moon gives a faint glim- 
mering of light through the thick black clouds 
ofa lowering fky. Now and then fhe fuddenly 
emerged in full fplendour from her veil, and 
theninftantly retired behind it ; having juft ferv- 
ed to give the forlorn Sir Bertrand a wide extend< 
ed profpect over the defolate wafte. Hope and 
native courage awhile urged him to puth for- 
wards, but at length the encreafing darknefs 
and fatigue of body aud mind overcame him; 




























SIR BERTRAND. 
the turret-——Sir Bertrand fe's it ftrike upo 

his heart. He was now in total darknefs, and, 
with his arims_extended, begaa to afcend the 
ai-cafe. A dead co d han Z met his 
and firmly grafp cd it, drawing him 
forcibly forwards—he endeavoured to difengage 
him elt, but could not —he | nade a furious blow 
with his fword, and inftantly a loud fhriek pier- 
ced his cars, and the dead band was left power- 
Jefs with his—He dropt it, and rufhed forwards 


with a defperate valour. The ftairs were nar- 
requent 


row end winding, and interrupted by j 


aents of ftone. The 


breache ig «AD id luofe fragn yen 

ftair-cafe grew narrower and narrower, and at 
length terminated in a low iron grate. Sir Ber- 
trand pufhed it open—it led to an intricate wind- 
ing pallage, juf% large enough to admit a perfon 
upon his hands and knees. A faint glimmer- 
ing of light ferved to fhew the nature of th 

place—-Sir Bertrand entered——a deep hollow 
groan refounded from a diftance through the 
vault—he went forwards, a! d proceeding beyond 
the firft turning, he difcerned the fame blue 
®ame which had before co: dt cted him—He fol- 


lowed it. The vault, at lens h, ' iddenly gpen— 
ed into a lofty gallery, in the midft of wihieh a 
figure app ared, ci inp erely armed, thrafting 
forwards the bloody ftump of an arm, Wika @ 
terrible frown and menacing gefu €, ana braa- 
dubing a fword in his hand. Sir Be rtrand on= 
daunted!y fprung forwards; and aiming a fie*ce 
blow at the figure, it inftantly vai ihed, letting 
falla mafly iron key. The flame now reited ue 
ona pair of amp e folding dows at i 1¢ end of the 

Sir Bertrand went up fo if, and appli- 


¢ 
fi 


pela ; 
ed the Key to a brazen lock—with d ficulty ne 
woomir the bolt—inftantly the doors flew opes 
and difcovercd a large apartment, at the end of 
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which wasa coffin nhebe a bier, with a ta- 
per burning on each fide of it. Along the room, 
on both fides, were gigantic ftatues of black mar- 
bie, attired in the Moorifh habit, and holding 
enormous fabres in their right hands. Each of 
them rearéd his arm, and advanced one jeg for- 
wards, as the knight entered ; at the fame mo- 
ment the lid of the coffin flew open, and the bell 
tolled. The flame ftill glided forwards, and Sir 
Hertrand refolutely followed, till he arrived 
within fix paces of the coffin. Suddenly a lady 
in a fhroud and black veil rofe up in it, and 
ftretched out her arms towards him—art the fame 
time the ftatuesclafhed their fabres and advanc- 
ed. Sir Bertrand flew to the lady, and clafped 
ber in bis arms—the threw up her veil, aud 
kiffed his lips; and inftantly the whole build- 
ing fhook as with an earthquake, and fell afunder 
with a horrible crafh. Sir Bertrand was thrown 
into a fudden trance, and on recovering found 
himfelf {cated on a velvet fofa, in the moft mag- 
nificent room he had ever feen, lighted with ine 
pumcerable tapers, in luftres of pure cryftal. A 
furmmptuous banquet was fetinthe midale. The 
douss opening to foft mufic, a lady of incemps-- 
vig beauty, a attired with amazing {plendour, 
entered, furrounded by a troop of gay nymphs 
more fair than the Graces—She advanced to the 
kaight and, falling on her kaees, thauked him 
asherdeliverer. The nymphs placed a garland of 
laure) upon bis head, and the lady ied him by 
the hand to the banquet, and fat befide him. 
The _Bympbs placed themfelves at the table 
id a numerous train of fervants entering, ferv— 
p the feaft : delicious mufic playing all the 
Sir Bertrand could not {peak for aftonilh-— 
——he could only return their honors by 
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looks and gefturc® afcer the ban- 
wet was finifhied all retired but the lady, who 
eating back the knight to the fofa, aédrefied kim 
in thefe words 4 wet aa) Soe 
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ASTE my rein-deer, ‘and! et us pimbly go 
n rows journey thro “gh this dreary waft« 


rein-deer! fill, , thou art too flow, 
ous Love demand: the lightning’s hafte. 
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Around us far the rufhy moors are fpread 
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POWER or IMBBOCENCE. 
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W ues fir the nuptial ftate we prove, 
We live the happy life of love : 


Bat when familiar charms no more 
Infpire the blifs they gave before, 
Each left delighting, iefs is lov’d ; 
Fick this, then that, is apne $ 


Gomplacence flies—Negleét fucceeds ; 
Negic@ Difdain and hatred breeds. 


*T was thus a pair, who long time prow’d 
The joys to love and be belov'd, 
At length fell out for trifling things— 
From trifling Anger moftiy {prings. 
The wifh to pieafe forfook cach breaft 
Love's throne by thoughtlefs Rage poffe fs'd. 
Kefolv’d to part—they'd meet ne more — 


Enough—the chariots at the door. 
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manfien was my lady's own; 
bin Joum refolw’d to live in town. 
Writings were drawn—each claufe agreed ; 
Both vow'd they'd ne’er recal the deed. 
The chariot waitt—why this delay ? 
The feque! fhall the caufedifplay. 


One lovely gir! the lady bore, 
Dear pledge of j joys the tates no more : 
The father’ t, mother’s darling, fhe 

ow ji d and prattied om each knee. 
hin Jouw, when rifling to depart, 
Turn’d to the darling of his heart, 
Aud cry’d with ardour in his eye, 
* Come Berser, bid Mamma good-bye.” 


The lady, trembling, anfwer'd, No: 
* Gok fs Papa, my Hares spe. 
The child fhail live wit! fhe cry'd: 


“ The child fhall choofe,”” Sia Jouw reply’d. 
Poor Berssy look’d at each by turns, 

And each the ftarting tear difcerns. 

My lady atks, with donbt and fear, 

* Will you not live with me my dear ?”* 

“ Yes" —half refolv’d, repiy'’d the child; 
And, half fupprefs'd her tears, fhe {mil’d. 

“ Come Betsuer,”’ cry’d Sia Joum, you'll go, 
* And live with dear Papa, | know,”’ 

“ Yes,”’ Bersuyv cry’d. The lady then 
Addrefs'd the wond’ring child again :~ 

“ The time to live with both is o'er 

“ Thisday we part, to meet no morc! 
“ Choofe then’’—here grief o’grilow’'d her breaft, 
And tears burft out, tuo long Vanetelh 

The child, who tears and chiding join’d, 
Suppps'd Pepa difpicas d, unkind ; 

And try’d, with all her little kill, 

To footh his oft-relenting will. 

“ Do cry'd the lifper, “ Papa! do 

“ Love dear Maisma—Mamma loves yon !”” 
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Suabdu’d the fource of man'y pride, 

No more bis looks bis hi art bely"d z 

The tender tranfport fore’ d its wey ; 

They both confefs'd each other's {way j 
And, piompted by the focial fmart, 
Breall rufh’d to breaft, end heart to heart; 
Fach elafp'd their Betsey o'er and o'er 
Aud Tom drove empty from the door. 


Ye that have paflons for a tear, 
Give nature west, and diop it. bere, 
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